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Harisarvothama Rao and others were involved deeply la the
Movement, Tilalc, the extremist leader and moderates like
Surendranath Benerji, Pheroz Shah Mehta and Lajapat Rai

were each agitating for tfaeir stand in the Congress. Both the
sections had a serious session aa<i ultimately there a
split in the Congress.

However in  1919   Gondhiji's call had  made Prakasam

once for ail decide and join the Congress fold. There the
Mantague Cheimsford reforms, the Khilafat agitation and the
enactment of some laws which were so repressive that Gaediaiji
issued his "Satyagraha Pledge" In February 1919. Prakasam

readily gave up his lucrative practice aad signed the Pledge.
From now on Prakasam had started taking active part in
politics.

The annual meeting of the Congress was held at
Amritsar when the Montford reforms were taken up and

Gaedhiji wanted to accept them. Whereas Tilak and C. R. Dag
wanted to reject them as they felt they were Inadequate,
Prakasarr, although was with Tilak, argued for a middle course
aad the Congress finally resolved that even though the reforms
were unsatisfactory they were prepared to accept them. But
before they could work them oat, the Congress leaders were
quite upset and alarmed over the Government's policy of
repression that Tiiak and Gandhi]! issued their respective
manifestoes explaning their policies to the members.

Prakasam had emphasised on the need for linguistic pro-
vinces for without this there could not be genuine provincial
autonomy. Administration should be conducted In the lang-
uage of the State aad that was possible only with the Format! ;n
of linguistic states.

Pratasam with Tilak was emphatic on the organization

of the working class and for a better deal for them. He,, in fact,
wanted a labomr party to be-organised like that of the British.